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Note that this document was submitted after the established deadline. It will be decided by the Meeting 
whether the document can be discussed or is postponed to the next meeting. 

Background 
STATE & CONSERVATION 11-2019 invited EG MAMA to discuss how knowledge about the partially unknown 
occurrence and birthplaces of grey seals can be improved. 

In response to this, EG MAMA 14-2020 invited the seal distribution team to draft a suggestion on the monitoring 
of breeding distribution of seals, including justifications and an overview of the current available information on 
pupping distribution from each country, to be submitted to and further discussed at EG MAMA 15- 2021, with 
the intention of submitting a proposal to State and Conservation WG. 

This document provides an overview of the current available information on grey seal pupping distribution from 
each country. The great majority of grey seal pups are expected to be born in Finland, Sweden and Estonia, from 
which countries the great majority of the moult counts derive, however, knowledge of pup numbers and 
distribution are not known from most areas in Finland and Sweden. Although grey seals were historically the 
most abundant seal species in the southern Baltic, Danish Straits and Kattegat, it was locally extinct as a 
breeding species in the early 1900s and has been recolonising the area since the early 2000s. Pup production in 
these areas remains very low. 

 
Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information.  
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Distribution of the pupping activity of Baltic Sea grey seals 
Information by country 

FINLAND: Land breeding of grey seals has been recorded in the Saaristomeri area in the Archipelago Sea since 
the early 2000s, likely as a response to poor ice conditions in mild winters (Anonymous 2010). Aerial surveys of 
the land sites in the Saaristomeri area (Figure 1) are available for the years 2006-2010, where an average of 553 
pups were recorded over the 6 years (range 224-808) (Anonymous 2010). Apart from the Saaristomeri surveys, 
there have not been systematic monitoring and distribution of land breeding at other sites and distribution of ice 
breeding are not known. 

 

Figure 1. The Saaristomeri area, where land breeding of grey seals in Finland was monitored during 2006-2010. From Anonymous 
2010. 

RUSSIA: In the Russian part of the Gulf of Finland, up to 200 around grey seal pups are born annually, 
predominantly in four areas (Figure 2), mostly spread over large areas of sea ice if this substrate is available, 
otherwise on skerries in the respective areas. There are no systematic surveys and the distribution and numbers 
provided in Figure 2 are based on observations collected over several years. 
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Figure 3. The Russian part of the Gulf of Finland, with main areas of grey seal pupping activity and estimated annual numbers of 
pups. 

 

ESTONIA: In the Estonian part of the Gulf of Riga, on average more than 3000 grey seal pups are born annually, 
predominantly around the islands of Saaramaa and Hiiumaa (Figure 3), mostly spread over large areas of sea ice 
if this substrate is available, otherwise on skerries in the respective areas.  
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Figure 3. The Estonian West Coast Archipelago, Gulf of Riga, with main areas of grey seal pupping activity and estimated annual 
numbers of pups. 

LATVIA: No known grey seal breeding activity 

LITHUANIA: No known grey seal breeding activity 

POLAND: The only continuously used haul-out at the mouth of the Vistula River (Figure 4) has been video 
monitored since 2010. One live pup was recorded here in 2016. Aerial surveys during the pupping season were 
conducted in 2016-2018 as a pilot project but no breeding initiated in 2016 was observed. 

GERMANY: In Germany, grey seal localities have been frequently monitored from boats since 2006, also during 
the pupping season. Two pups have been recorded, on at Cape Arkona on the island of Rügen in 2018 and one 
on the island of Poel in 2019 (Figure 4), both had died shortly after birth. 

DENMARK: In Denmark, aerial surveys have been conducted twice during the pupping season since 2011. Since 
2003, aerial surveys were conducted in some years. Rødsand (Figure 4) is the primary pupping location in the 
southern Baltic Sea with pupping almost annually since at least 2003 and up to 10 pups recorded in one year. 
Sporadic pupping occurs around Læsø, at Anholt and at Bosserne in Kattegat (Figure 4). 
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Figure 4. Map of important grey seal haul-out localities (crosses) in Kattegat and southern Baltic Sea. Column charts show moult 
abundance of grey seals for haul-outs with more than 10 grey seals recorded, or total counts of several haul-outs around the main 
island in the cases of Rügen and Læsø. First bar represents the average count for the years 2001–2005, second bar 2006–2010, 
third bar 2011–2015 and fourth bar 2016–2019. Note, that Y-axis values range from 0 to 100 or 0 to 1000, depending on the size of 
the haul-out. N/A means that data are not available from the period in concern. Red crosses denote haul-outs with breeding 
activity after 1990, circled crosses denote haul-outs with historic breeding activity. From Galatius et al. 2020. 

SWEDEN: There has not been any regular monitoring of pupping activity in Sweden. In March 2021, a complete 
pup survey for the eastern coasts of Sweden pointed out the importance of Stockholm archipelago with several 
major pupping colonies, while relatively few smaller colonies were found further south along the coasts of 
Gotland and Swedish mainland. Along the Gulf of Bothnia, no land pupping locations were observed. 
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